THE  SUN AND  AND  SERPENT

and the Aryanized tribes. It is probably founded
on fact. At all events, a great festival is held
annually at the Kailas Kund, which is attended
by all the population of the surrounding country.
It seems probable that this legend suggested the
story of Jimuta-vahana in the Katha Sarit
Sagara;1 and also the plot of the Naga Nanda,
which is in fact the same story dramatized. In
each case the events occur in the reign of Vasuki;
in each case the name of the hero is Jimuta-
vahana ; in each case his home is in the Himalaya ;
and in each case he gives himself up to Garuda,
to save the life of another. Here, however, the
resemblance ceases. The drama has a Buddhist
complexion. Vasuki is represented as being
obliged to provide one of his subj ects, daily, to be
eaten by Garuda. The place of one of the victims
is taken by Jimuta-vahana, who is partially
devoured. Garuda then finds out his mistake,
releases him, promises to eat no more human
beings, and restores to life the Nagas he had pre-
viously consumed.

In connection with this subject it is interesting
to note that, according to the Chinese Buddhist
pilgrim  I-tsing,  the  great  raja  Siladitya  kept
all the best writers, especially poets, at his court,
and   even  joined  in   their   recitals.   The  king
would  take  the   part   of   Jimuta-vahana,   and
1 Katha Sarit Sagara (Tawney), i. 186.
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